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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

1 1 international preliminary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

|^| Hie international application as originally ftted/furnished 
I | the description: 

pages __ » ^ originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

i* received by this Authority on 



| | the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

| | me drawings: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



\ | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. EZ1 T ^ ie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 1 the description, pages 

1 | the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



4. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

j " 1 the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 

1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-16 



11, 15 



1-10, 12-14, 16 



1-16 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2002-164410 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 07 

June 2002, paragraphs [0159] to [0162] 
Document 2: JP 2-238616 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 20 

September 1990, page 1, lower right column, 
line 5 to page 2, lower right column, line 
10 

Document 3: WO 94/17353 Al (Moor Epitaxial, Inc.), 04 
August 1994, page 66, line 18 to page 68, 
line 3, & EP 1154039 Al & US 5683518 A & JP 
7-505261 A, page 30, lower right column, 
line 16 to page 31, lower left column, line 
3 

Document 4: JP 4-158511 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 01 June 
1992, page 3, upper right column, line 4 to 
page 4, upper left column, line 20 
Document 5: JP 10-308348 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 17 

November 1998, paragraphs [0025] to [0029] 
Document 6: US 4465201 A (The United States of America), 
14 August- -1984, column 3, line- 4 8 to column 
4, line 13, & JP 59-144823 A, page 3, lower 
left column, line 4 to lower right column, 
line 2 0 

Document 7: JP 2000-18207 A (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 18 
January 2000, abstract 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL P 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



TntrBIBinl application No. 
PCT/JP 03/09471 



(1) Claims 1, 6, 8, 9 and 16 

The invention that is set forth in claims 1, 6, 8, 9 
and 16 does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 and document 2 or 3, which are cited in the 
international search report. 

Documents 2 and 3 disclose substrate processing 
devices which are configured so that the head parts of the 
substrate support rods seal the upper ends of the openings 
in the container body when the head parts are positioned 
at a first height; therefore, it would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to conceive of configuring the 
invention that is set forth in the abovementioned claims 
by applying said configuration to the invention that is 
disclosed in document 1. 

In addition, it is common practice to provide a 
locking mechanism to a driving means or a opening/closing 
means in order to increase safety; therefore, the feature 
of providing an "arm- locking mechanism" and a "lid-locking 
mechanism" is merely a design matter that could be 
configured by a person skilled in the art, as necessary. 

(2) Claims 2, 3 and 7 

The invention that is set forth in claims 2, 3 and 7 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 and document 2, which are cited in the 
international search report . 

Document 2 discloses a substrate processing device 
wherein depressions for storing the head parts of the 
support rods, which have elastic seal members disposed on 
the bottom portions thereof, are formed on the upper 
surface of the container body. 

(3) Claim 4 

The invention that is set forth in claim 4 does not 
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involve an inventive step in the light of document 1 and 
document 3, which are cited in the international search 
report . 

Document 3 discloses a substrate processing device 
wherein seals for preventing the ingress of the processing 
fluid are formed by the outer peripheral surfaces of the 
head parts of the substrate support rods, which are 
tapered in the downward direction, and the inner 
peripheral surfaces of the apertures, which have forms 
that complement the forms of the outer peripheral 
surfaces . 

(4) Claim 5 

The invention that is set forth in claim 5 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1, 
document 2 or 3 , and documents 4 and 5, which are cited in 
the international search report. 

The feature of configuring a plurality of substrate 
support members so that it is possible to support the 
bottom surface of a substrate at height that is higher 
than the first height is well known, as disclosed in 
documents 4 and 5 . 

(5) Claims 10, 12 and 13 

The invention that is set forth in claims 10, 12 and 
13 does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 and document 2 or 3 , which are cited in the 
international search report, and newly cited document 6. 

The feature of pressurizing the closed space that is 
defined by the plurality., of seal parts on ..the side 
opposite the processing space to a predetermined pressure 
and determining whether or not there is a leak on the 
basis of the value that is detected by means of a 
manometer is well known, as disclosed in document 6. In 
addition, it is common practice to provide a line for 
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processing a poisonous gas to locations where there is a 
risk that said poisonous gas may be released. 

(6) Claim 11 

The invention that is set forth in claim 11 involves 
an inventive step in relation to documents 1-5 and 7, 
which are cited in the international search report, and 
newly cited document 6 . 

The feature of detecting the pressure in the closed 
space that is defined by the apertures in which the rods 
are inserted in order to determine whether there is a leak 
is not disclosed in any of the documents. 

(7) Claim 14 

The invention that is set forth in claim 14 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1, 
document 2 or 3 and document 7, which are cited in the 
international search report . 

A substrate processing container wherein the device 
for driving the support rods is a conventional air 
cylinder is well known, as disclosed in document 7. 

(8) Claim 15 

The invention that is set forth in claim 15 involves 
an inventive step in relation to documents 1-5 and 7, 
which are cited in the international search report, and 
newly cited document 6. 

The feature of providing a pressing member that 
comes into contact with the head parts of the substrate 
support rods and presses down upon said rods . when .the 
cover is lowered is not disclosed in any of the 
abovementioned documents. 
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